BOOKER 'TV WASHINGTON

On the whole, however, the Negro race has not reached
the point where it has been troubled by the number of
its millionaires. And if getting slowly and laboriously
is a good discipline, the Negro has almost a surplus of that
kind of blessing. I ought to add, also, in justice to Mr.
Terry, that from all I can learn, his rapid rise has neither
injured his character nor destroyed his good sense. I
suspect that the effort to keep all those houses rented and
the effort to pay interest on his mortgages has had a
tendency to make him humble.'*

Although Watt Terry's success is, of course, phenomenal
he is only one of the many notably successful Negro busi-
ness men who have told their stories at meetings of
the National Negro Business League. Neither is Mr.
Terry the only Negro who has made a big success in real
estate. At the meeting of the league already described,
held in Boston in 1915, Mr. Washington introduced Philip
A. Payton, Jr., of New York City; E. C. Brown, of Phil-
adelphia, Pa.; and Watt Terry, of Brockton, Mass.; as
the three largest real estate operators of the Negro race.
Philip A. Payton, Jr., was the pioneer in opening the
Harlem district in New York City to settlement by
Negroes, who had formerly been excluded from all decent
portions of the city and obliged to live on San Juan Hill
and in other sections of unsavory reputation. E. C. Brown
made money in real estate in Newport News and Norfolk,
Va., and headed movements for the establishment of
Negro banks in both of these cities. Afterward he moved
to Philadelphia, where he has opened a bank, and also